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To H.E. President Paul Kagame,

Republic of Rwanda

B.P 15 Kigali, Rwanda
Mr. President,

We, the family of the sorely missed Mr. Assiel Kabera, assassinated on March 5th, 2000 in RWANDA, have the honor to address your high authority in expressing our profound frustration with regards to the lack of the investigation of the killing of Mr. Assiel Kabera.

Mr. President, shortly after Kabera’s assassination, we received a letter of condolence from your office, in which you expressly promised to use all means at your disposal to bring the culprits to justice; a promise you re-iterated at our subsequent meeting in your Kacyiru office, in presence with Aloysie Inyumba ex-executive secretary of the commission of Unity and National Reconciliation and the two younger brothers of late Kabera Assiel (Dr Kayijaho Josue and Mr. Niyibizi Hosea). During that meeting, you precisely stated, Mr. President that “Mr. Assiel Kabera’s assassination was the work of a “mafia” network composed of elements within the national army and some civilians, linked by mutual interests not yet identified”. And you continued saying that” you will never let the country be run by such “mafia””.

Mr. President, it has now been five years, and we are not aware of any investigation you may have ordered, or any arrests made in connection with the assassination.  You can certainly understand our frustration, Mr. President, particularly since our own research led us to identify certain individuals who might have commissioned, planned, and/or carried out the assassination.  These individuals remain free and continue to exercise important functions in your government.

Your Excellency, we have evidences that the following individuals were involved, at different stages, in the assassination of Mr. Assiel Kabera:
1. Brigadier General Jack Nziza 

We specifically ask that Mr. Jack Nziza be investigated in order to establish his responsibility in the assassination of Mr. Assiel Kabera.  Mr. Nziza was then Colonel in the APR and director of the DMI. Multiple sources indicate that Mr. Nziza harassed Mr. Assiel Kabera in the days leading to his being killed.  

Precisely: 

· On several occasions, Mr. Assiel Kabera was summoned by the secret services led by Mr. Jack Nziza, to answer various charges brought up by Mr. Gatete Polycarpe and his informat colleagues (late Mr. Karangwa Jean Bosco and Mr. Ntazinda).

· After the publication of the special edition of the journal IMBONI of 22nd February 2000, Mr. Jack Nziza telephoned Mr. Assiel Kabera at different occasions, asking him to make a written declaration refuting what had been written in the said journal. A day later, Mr. Nziza summoned Mr. Assiel Kabera at his DMI office  and  repeated his request of February 23rd 2000.  This time however, a threat was added.  Mr. Nziza told Kabera that if he does not do as asked, then it would be considered that he does not want to help the government in the fight against the “subervision” led by the journal IMBON. Mr. Assiel Kabera indicated that he did not see how he could refute an article he neither wrote nor edited. And Mr. Assiel Kabera added that he does not and should not be linked to the journal IMBONI in any way.

· On eve of Mr. Assiel Kabera assassination, on March 3, 2000, the same Mr. Jack Nziza led a meeting in Nyarutarama tennis club, in which participated several officers in RPA army in charge of security. The object of the meeting consisted among other things “to decide the fate of Mr. Assiel Kabera, because he presumably organized the escape of Mr. Joseph Sebarenzi and was behind the publication of the sepecial journal IMBONI”.
2. Colonel Gacinya Bagumya

The day before the assassination of Mr. Assiel Kabera, Mr. Gacinya was seen at several occasions prowling around the residence of Mr. Assiel Kabera at Kacyiru. On March 4, 2000, around 8:00 p.m., two vehicles were parked in front of the gate of Mr. Assiel Kabera’s residence: a jeep and taxi car without plate. Mr. Gacinya (then Major in the RPA) was seen driving the jeep and Mr. Norbert Rukimbira (then Lieutenant in the RPA), with two other soldiers, were in the taxi car without plate. They stayed there until late at night.

3. Mr. Iyamuremye Uzzias

The day of the assassination, Mr. Iyamuremye Uzzias telephoned Mr. Assiel Kabera inviting him to his residence for an urgent message. Mr. Assiel Kabera arrived at Mr. Iyamuremye’s residence at around 9:00 PM, it turn out that there were no urgent message to be had.  At around 10:00 p.m., Mr. Assiel Kabera left Mr. Iyamuremye’s residence.  20 minutes later, he was murdered in cold blood, in front of his gate at Kacyiru. In his agonizing moment, Mr. Assiel Kabera told his brother (Dr. Kayijaho Josue) that: “ I die and my death should be ascribed to Uzzias son of Iyamuremye”.

4. Lieutenant Rukimbira Norbert (Currently refugee in Belgium)

Witnesses saw Mr. Rukimbira and his two accomplices fleeing the scene of assassination, shortly after the shooting took place.  They parked the same taxi car without plate mentioned above, in the compound of Colonel Dan Munyuza’s residence (then Major in RPA). 

We are convinced that an in-depth investigation of the individuals above mentioned, would reveal the truth on the assassination of Mr.Assiel Kabera and justice would be rendered.

       Mr. President, five years, is a long time to wait for justice, particularly since we are in the dark on any actions taken to establish the truth in this matter.  Furthermore, as we have demonstrated above, it is not leads that are lacking.  We call on you to use the authority of your office, to make sure that justice is dispensed in this matter. We will continue to call upon your high authority, in order to fulfill your promises, to bring to justice the murderers of Mr. Assiel Kabera. 

While we await an answer, please accept our highest regards.

For Assiel Kabera’s family,

Dr. Josue Kayijaho

CC: 

H.E. The U.S. Ambassador to Rwanda, B.P 28 Kigali
H.E. The U.K. Ambassador to Rwanda, B. P 573 Kigali
H.E. The France Ambassador to Rwanda, B.P 53 Kigali
H.E The Suisse Ambassador to Rwanda, B. P 579 Kigali
H.E. The Germany Ambassador to Rwanda, B.P 355 Kigali
H.E. The Belgium Ambassador to Rwanda, B. P 81 Kigali
H.E. The Holland Ambassador to Rwanda, B.P 254 Kigali 

The Representative of Amnesty International, 1Easton Street London WC 1X ODW
The Representative of Human Rights Watch, 350 Fifth Avenue, 34 floor, Newyork, NY 10118-3299
